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birds, while the hornbills, birds-of-paradise, hoopoes
and other families are restricted to the Old World.
This is more surprising inasmuch as birds migrate
and wander for far greater distances than do mam-
mals, and are not by nature obliged to follow land
routes. No one can explain why such birds as hum-
ming-birds should be confined to one of the hemi-
spheres, whereas parrots, although they do not
possess such powers of flight as the humming-birds,
are found all over the world. So when we begin to
seek proof of man's migrations or Origin by studying
the mammalian or bird fauna of various countries we
come face to face with facts which are if anything
more inexplicable than the riddle we are attempting
to solve.
The same is more or less true of the flora. "While
many closely related species of plants occur on the
American continent and in Asia or Europe, there are
fully as many which are confined to one of these con-
tinents and which have no representatives, as species,
genera or even orders, in the others. The same is
true to greater or lesser extent of the Insects, mollus-
ca, reptiles, fish and lowest forms of invertebrates.
Each hemisphere has certain species peculiar to itself
but closely allied to those of the other hemisphere, and
both have forms which have no counterparts else-
where. The question therefore Is: can we assume
that all had a common origin, that all were carried far
and wide in ancient times and gradually became dif-
ferentiated through environment and other causes, or
can we assume that like conditions begot like results
and that evolution in the animal and plant world pro-
ceeded more or less similarly throughout the world?